
PTO Meeting Minutes – June 7, 2011  
9:10AM, Hillside Elementary Faculty Lounge 
 
 
In Attendance 
Kristin Becket, Diane Cohle, Pam Emel, Michele Krohn, Jen Marsala, Heather Mariano, Kathleen 
Mascaro, Sharon McFadden, Darcy McGroarty, Lisa McIntyre, Dawn Morgan, Kevin Pechin, Meg Rafter, 
Kelly Webster, Meghan Wilmot 
 
Old Business 
The minutes were approved from the May 3, 2011 PTO Meeting 
 

New Business 

 
Report on Field Day – Mr. Pechin 

• Due to the heat tomorrow (around 100 degrees), Mr. Pechin is concerned about the weather for 
Field Day. Instead of doing Field Day in one day as originally planned, he will do two half-day 
morning sessions (June 8 and 9), and will get about 70% of the activities in. Mr. Pechin passed 
out sheets with the new planned rotations. He lengthened each station on Wednesday morning (7 
sessions). There will be no afternoon field events; they will instead use the gym and the large 
group room. On Thursday morning, they will assemble on the field into teams. Mr. Pechin will do 
Field Day with Kindergarten on Friday afternoon, and will do other activities during the last week 
of school. 

• The volunteer luncheon is still tomorrow at 11:30AM. An email blast will be sent out about all of 
this. 

 
Principal’s Report – Diane Cohle 

• Thank you to everyone. We’ve been having fun and delightful events such as Dance Night and 
the Spring Fair. The concert was great, and the third grade performance was a nice way to end 
the year. 

• There are plans for Hillside’s 50
th
 birthday celebration. We will be celebrating in September 2011, 

with festive decorations in the driveway. At the traditional flag raising ceremony, we will have a 
50

th
 birthday flag which will fly all year – and then after the lowering ceremony, we will have it 

mounted.  

• Open House is on September 8, and there will also be a reception where we invite past students, 
parents, and PTO presidents. Classrooms and hallways will be open, the cafeteria (and maybe 
the gym) will have old relics set up (past yearbooks, etc.) They would also like to have a cake; the 
PTO could help with this. We may ask core parents to man the hallway. The bake sale will not be 
needed during Open House. (There is no Harrisburg field trip this coming year.) 

• On September 30, there will be a pep rally assembly with birthday hats, etc.  

• Juliette is trying to link the Art Theme Week (Spring 2012) with sculptures related to Hillside’s 50
th
 

birthday. 

• Mrs. Cohle doesn’t know who is teaching what classes yet for next year. 

• Applied Tech – will be integrated in to the classrooms next year. 

 

President’s Report – Dawn Morgan 

• Welcome to the new board members for next year: 



Co-presidents:  Kristin Becket and Meghan Wilmot 

Treasurer:  Meg Rafter 
Assistant Treasurer:  Heather Mariano 

Membership and School Services:  Pam Emel 
Social:  Jen Kleppe 

Continuing Board Members: 

Secretary:  Jen Marsala 
Cultural Arts:  Juliette Hyson 

Fundraising:  Darcy McGroarty 

• We still have open positions for the Hillside Highlights editor as well as the Holiday Shop/Ice 
Cream Social. 

• Kathleen Mascaro will chair the Spring Fair, Karen Haag will chair Walk to School Week, and 
Kids Night Out – renamed Kids Movie Night Out – will be chaired by Susan Hirshman along with 
Mr. and Mrs. Pechin. 

• The Scoop is now officially retired. We should still have a first edition, which can be updated from 
last year. The Hillside Highlights will be sent out every two weeks next year. The executive board 
members can send reminders to their chairs, who can send submissions directly to Dawn. 

• The Workmen’s Compensation for camp was finalized last night. 

• Dawn will send out an email blast regarding the changes to Field Day. 

   

VP Membership – Michele Krohn 

• Michele gave a report on behalf of Kelly Pugliese regarding core parents and classroom parties. 
Kelly worked on this with the teachers and Mrs. Cohle. The staff requests that snacks, drinks, 
crafts and paper products continue to be consistent across the grade. If acceptable to the grade 
facilitator, party favors may be provided for the grade if they are consistent across the grade. If 
time permits, it is encouraged to plan activities and games during the party planned with the 
Grade Facilitator and other class spokespeople for that grade. 

 

• Pam Emel reported that the Kindergarten Playdate will be on June 22. Pam also answered some 
questions about kindergarten core parents. Curriculum Night for Kindergarten will be at the end of 
August, and the first grade curriculum night will be in mid-September. 

 

VP Fundraising – Darcy McGroarty 

• TD Bank Fundraiser – Customers can call to participate. If we get 50 TD Bank households to sign 
up, Hillside will start getting a percentage from TD bank for those accounts. TD Bank will drop us 
from the program if we don’t have 50 households signed up by October. We will attempt to get 
signups one more time at the start of next year. 

• Wednesday, September 14 is Handel’s Spriit Day. 

• New next year:  the costume fundraiser (gently used costumes) 

 
VP Cultural Arts – Juliette Hyson 

• Juliette was absent on June 7, but passed along thanks through Dawn to everyone for their 
support of cultural arts. 

 

VP Social – Kelly Webster 



• Pam Emel reported that New Family Tours are on August 25. She would like feedback on how to 
organize the tours for next year. In prior years, they have sent an invitation and asked for people 
to arrive between 9-10AM. Last year, they sent 114 invites, and had 40-45 children plus their 
parents, grandparents, etc. It is hard for the kids leading the tours to manage everyone. (The 
fourth grade students help lead the tours, along with their parents.) Possibilities for the future 
would be scheduling arrivals. Based on 75 kindergarten students, 19 in first grade, and a few in 
other grades – should we do 9:00, 9:20, 9:40 and 10AM? (Maybe go through 11AM if needed.) 
They can schedule for kindergarten students to come together. If people can’t come at their 
assigned time, they can come at another time. There is no RSVP. 

 

Treasurer – Sharon McFadden 

• We had an outstanding financial year. The spring fair did wonderfully. We about broke even for 
the year – even with the fan purchase (which was expected to come out of surplus funds). We are 
also buying encyclopedias. 

 

Secretary – Jen Marsala 

• Jen was in charge of the directory for 2010-2011. She and her team spent a lot of time contacting 
families who did not fill out their forms correctly. As a result, Jen and Michelle Barton (who is in 
charge of the directory for 2011-2012) worked with Mrs. Cohle on a new form which we hope will 
make the process more streamlined for next year. Jen passed around a copy of the form for 
everyone to see. 

 

 

The next PTO Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 6 at 9:10AM 


